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By SCCOC
For The Pioneer

The Skamania County 
Chamber of Commerce is 
inviting community mem-
bers, business owners, 
tourism partners, and local 
stakeholders to participate 
in upcoming community 
input sessions for the Ska-
mania County Destination 
Development Plan.

The Chamber is work-
ing on a countywide Des-
tination Development Plan 
to help guide the future of 
tourism development and 
management in Skamania 
County. The plan will focus 
on strengthening the local 
visitor economy, identify-

ing tourism opportunities 
and challenges, support-
ing thoughtful destination 
growth, and balancing the 
needs of visitors, residents, 
businesses, and community 
partners.

As part of this process, 
the Chamber is hosting two 
public input sessions:

Monday, Nov. 2
5 – 6:30 p.m.

Doors open at 4:30 
p.m. for networking
Underwood Community 
Center

Tuesday, Nov. 3
5 – 6:30 p.m.

Doors open at 4:30 

p.m. for networking
Hegewald Auditorium, Ste-
venson

Attendees will learn 
more about what the Cham-
ber has been working on 
around tourism develop-
ment and management 
and will have the opportu-
nity to share feedback on 
priorities, opportunities, 
challenges, and needs that 
should be considered as the 
plan is developed.

“Skamania County has 
incredible natural assets, 
recreation opportunities, 
small businesses, events, 
and communities that make 
it a special place to visit and 

live,” said Angie Martin, 
Executive Director of the 
Skamania County Cham-
ber of Commerce. “This 
planning process is about 
listening to local voices and 
creating a sustainable path 
forward that supports our 
economy while respecting 
the character and needs of 
our communities.”

The Destination De-
velopment Plan will help 
identify strategies related 
to visitor services, infra-
structure, recreation access, 
marketing, community 
partnerships, tourism man-
agement, and long-term 
implementation. Input gath-
ered from residents, busi-

nesses, public agencies, and 
tourism stakeholders will 
help shape the direction of 
the plan.

Community members 
are encouraged to attend the 
session that works best for 
them. No RSVP is required.

For more informa-
tion, contact the Skamania 
County Chamber of Com-
merce at info@skamania.
org or call 509-427-8911.

The Skamania County 
Chamber of Commerce 
supports local businesses, 
strengthens community 
connections, promotes tour-
ism, and works to enhance 
economic vitality through-
out Skamania County.
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News 
Briefs
Emergency
Management
seeking support

Skamania County 
Emergency Management 
is seeking support from 
local businesses and com-
munity partners to help 
equip and prepare the vol-
unteers who serve local 
communities during emer-
gencies and disasters.

Financial sponsorships 
or in-kind donations will 
help provide volunteer 
identifi cation shirts and 
apparel, training and read-
iness supplies, and com-
munity emergency pre-
paredness materials.

Businesses interested 
in supporting these efforts 
or learning more about 
volunteer opportunities 
can contact Matt White 
at matt.white@skamania-
county.gov or (509) 427-
3893.

Such efforts can help 
strengthen emergency pre-
paredness throughout Ska-
mania County.

Spruce-Up
Stevenson
is Nov. 7

 Register to Volunteer 
for the fall 2026 Spruce-
Up Stevenson event 
scheduled for Nov, 7.

Gather your family and 
friends. Bring our neigh-
bors together to strengthen 
community connection 
and celebrate our shared 
pride in Downtown Ste-
venson. 

The community clean-
up is scheduled from 9 
a.m. to Noon on Saturday, 
Nov. 7.

Participants meet at 
the Stevenson Down-
town Association offi ce, 
shared with the Skamania 
County Chamber at 167 
2nd Street, Stevenson, to 
check in, gather for an-
nouncements and get as-
signments. 

Bring tools and wear 
your Spruce Up T-shirt 
from past years. We will 
have more shirts available.

All volunteers receive 
a $15 lunch coupon to use 
at participating downtown 
establishments! 

Register and choose 
your preferred task:  https://
bit.ly/2026SpruceUpFall.

Stop the Bleed 
training on Nov. 2nd

North Central Public 
Health District is offering 
a free Stop the Bleed train-
ing on November 2, from 
5:30 pm to 6:30 pm, at 
The Gloria Center, located 
at 2505 W. 7th St., The 
Dalles.

The Stop the Bleed 
program empowers in-
dividuals to go from by-
stander to lifesaver, with 
no experience necessary. 5 
million people across the 
country have learned how 
to stop life-threatening 

This day in history
1886 Statue of Liberty dedicated.
1919 Congress overrides presidential veto of the 

Volstead Act, ushering in Prohibition.
1962 Nikita Khrushchev orders withdrawal of 

missiles from Cuba.
1965 St. Louis’ Gateway Arch is completed.
1998 President Bill Clinton signs the Digital 

Millennium Copyright Act into law.
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Beginning Nov. 9, ac-
cess to Skamania EMS 
and Rescue’s Station 7-1 in 
Stevenson will be limited 
as the District undertakes 
critical exterior infrastruc-
ture repairs. The project is 
part of the District’s Long-
Term Facilities Plan and is 
intended to improve facility 
access, safety and accessi-
bility.

TMC Contractors, LLC 
is scheduled to begin con-
struction on Nov. 9, with 
completion anticipated by 
the end of November. The 
project includes demolition 
and replacement of the con-
crete apron serving the ap-
paratus bays, replacement 
of the primary walkway 

leading to the administra-
tive offi ces and construc-
tion of ADA-accessible 
sidewalks.

Emergency response 
crews will continue op-
erating from Station 7-1 
throughout construction. 
However, public access to 
the facility will be limited. 
Skamania EMS and Rescue 
asks community members to 
plan accordingly and follow 
the guidance below:
• Medical Emergencies: 

Anyone experiencing 
a medical emergency 
should call 911.

• General Business As-
sistance: Administra-
tive staff will remain 
available Monday 

through Friday, 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., by calling 
509-427-5065.

• Document Drop-Offs: 
Community members 
needing to deliver pa-
perwork should remain 
in their vehicle and call 
the station. Administra-
tive staff will come out-
side to assist.

• November First Aid/
CPR courses will be 
held at an alternate 
location. Registered 
students will receive 
an email with details 
regarding the new loca-
tion.

• The District’s Nov. 16 
Board of Commission-
ers business meeting 

will proceed as sched-
uled but will be held 
off-site. Once the al-
ternate location is con-
fi rmed, meeting details 
will be posted on the 
District’s website at 
skamaniaems.com.

These infrastructure im-
provements are being fund-
ed through careful budgeting 
and responsible spending. 
The District will cover the 
project costs through a pro-
portional allocation from its 
operating fund and Cumu-
lative Reserve Capital Im-
provements Fund.

“These repairs are an 
important investment in the 
long-term functionality and 
accessibility of our station,” 

said Captain Maury Hilden-
brand with the Operations 
Division. “We appreciate 
the community’s patience 
and understanding while 
this work is completed. Our 
crews will remain opera-
tional throughout construc-
tion, and we are committed 
to maintaining emergency 
response services while 
minimizing disruptions to 
the public.”

For additional informa-
tion, community members 
may contact Skamania EMS 
and Rescue at 509-427-
5065, Monday through Fri-
day, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
visit skamaniaems.com or 
email info@skamaniaems.
com 

Skamania EMS & Rescue addresses infrastructure 
repair construction and limits on station access

The month concluded with the Chamber Board’s Annual Planning Retreat, 
where board members reviewed Chamber programs, membership services, 
and revenue streams while setting priorities for 2027.

Skamania County Chamber invites the community 
to have input on Destination Development Plan

Your Chamber In Action

Board members and staff welcomed AWB’s Manu-
facturing Tour to Skamania County during its visit 
to Silver Star Industries.

The Chamber partnered with the local Democratic 
and Republican parties to co-host a Candidate Fo-
rum.

October was a busy month for the Skamania County Chamber of Commerce.
On October 21, the Chamber celebrated National Support Your Local Cham-
ber Day with a happy hour at the Chamber offi ce.


